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I, Amy Randall Hazel, declare as follows. 
 
1. I write this Declaration in support of the Deschutes River Alliance lawsuit against 

PGE. 

2. My name is Amy Hazel and I have spent the last twenty years of my life building 

two businesses based in the town of Maupin, Oregon: John Hazel & Company, Inc. and 
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Deschutes Angler Fly Shop. Both businesses rely heavily on a clean and clear Deschutes 

River with robust insect hatches and healthy trout and steelhead.  I am one of the 

founding circle members of the Deschutes River Alliance, and I also serve on the Board 

of Directors of the DRA.  

My Story 

3. I was not lucky enough to have been born and raised in Oregon, but I was smart 

enough at an early age to see the beauty and promise in this state, and I moved here just a 

few years after graduating with a Bachelor of Arts in Economics from Middlebury 

College in Middlebury Vermont.  I was born and raised in Minnesota with a passion for 

fishing, and since discovering fly-fishing in my late teens, the passion for the sport has 

burned strongly within me. My first exposure to the Deschutes River, which was 

commonly known as the best trout fishery in all of the Pacific Northwest, came in 1995 

when I moved from Seattle to Portland. 

4. From 1995 to late 1997, I worked in Portland for the Pacific Crest Outward 

Bound School and spent most weekends in April, May, June, and July fishing on the 

Deschutes River for trout. I was a novice back then and did not know much about hatches 

or how to fish dry flies. I mostly fished with weighted flies called nymphs underneath a 

bobber called an indicator. I fished in this manner because I was able to catch trout by 

doing so, and the trout that I caught on the Deschutes were unlike any I had ever known.  

The Deschutes trout are a special breed of rainbow trout known as a Desert Redband. 

They are native to the Deschutes River and the high desert regions of Oregon and found 

nowhere else on the planet. Oregonians have nicknamed these crimson-sided rainbows,  

“Redsides,” and hold them in great esteem due to their strong and powerful football-
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shaped bodies.  Their willingness to eat dry flies coupled with their wariness and 

intelligence demand the best presentations and fly patterns in order to fool them.  They 

are truly a special fish, and such a gem to fly anglers from around the world that catch 

and release (though not mandated by state law) is voluntarily practiced on the Deschutes 

by the overwhelming majority of trout anglers. These anglers believe as I do that the 

native rainbows of the Deschutes are too valuable a fish to only be caught once; they are 

an Oregon treasure. 

5. As a novice angler in my first years on the Deschutes, I really wanted to fish with 

dry flies, but I did not have the depth of knowledge at that time to find fish using dry flies 

throughout the day. However, I knew that when the sun dipped below the canyon rim, it 

was the magic hour, and I would have my chance to fish dry flies. The Deschutes never 

failed to give dry fly anglers an evening gift of caddis flies swarming around every 

sagebrush and laying eggs on the water. Stretches of river that were calm glassy slicks 

during the day came alive at dusk with trout jumping and feeding on little caddis flies as 

they hatched from the depths of the river or as they returned to the river to lay eggs.  

6. The Deschutes River in those years was a bug factory that produced hatches 

known as blanket hatches because they literally covered the entire river in a blanket of 

insects. These hatches drew people from all over the world to fish the Deschutes River, to 

chase big wild Redband trout on dry flies, and I counted myself lucky to live so close to 

one of the best dry fly rivers in the world. 

7. It had long been a dream of mine to travel around the world, to see all of the 

exotic places that I had only experienced through nature shows and National Geographic 

magazine. From September 1997 to December of 1998, I made that dream come true with 
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a backpack full of fly fishing gear and a multi-stop, round-the-world plane ticket that 

started in Auckland, New Zealand and finished in Patagonia, Argentina.  In those fifteen 

months of travel, I never went more than a day or two without casting my fly into a local 

river, lake, or ocean in search of the next fish on the fly. I experienced beautiful places 

with lots of great dry fly fishing, and I compared every great river I fished to the greatest 

river I already knew, the Deschutes.   

8. When I returned from that trip in 1998, I knew that I wanted to share with others 

the joy and excitement that fly fishing had brought to my life, so I decided to buy a drift 

boat in order to spend as much time as possible on the Deschutes River. In search of the 

perfect boat, I met John Hazel, an outfitter with, at that time, 20 years of experience 

guiding fly anglers on the Deschutes.  John hired me to work for his guide service, and I 

became the first female fly fishing guide on the Deschutes in 1999. John later became my 

husband and partner in two businesses that we would build together – John Hazel & 

Company Fly Fishing Outfitters and Deschutes Angler Fly Shop. 

9. When I began guiding fly anglers on the Deschutes I was a sponge for all the 

knowledge that I could glean from John and his extensive library of fly fishing books and 

hatch guides. John and I fished together on days off, and I began to see the river in a 

completely different light. The trout were there, all day long, sipping and slurping insects 

caught in the surface film of the river. They ate dead caddis in the mornings – the 

remnants of the hatch from the night before. With the correct dead caddis imitations and 

knowing the locations of the best feeding lanes for trout, I would start my guide day by 

taking clients to certain spots where they could catch fat Redbands on dry flies. By mid-

day we had great dry fly fishing on mayfly imitations, the hatches of which were best on 
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overcast days, and on the sunniest days we caught dozens of beautiful Redsides on dry 

cranefly imitations.   

10. Angling clients were overjoyed to catch nice trout on dry flies. This was the 

experience they had seen in “A River Runs Through It,” and, as a guide, I couldn’t 

imagine a more fun and rewarding way to share the Deschutes River with visiting 

anglers. I spent 80-100 days on the water guiding trout each spring and summer in a 

forty-mile stretch of river. My knowledge of trout behavior, feeding patterns, hatch 

timing, and favorable habitat grew each year. Through my years of guiding, I came to 

know the Deschutes River as intimately as a person could know a body of water. I could 

tell when her mood was sour and fishing was going to be difficult, and I could tell when 

the hatches were going to explode and fishing was going to be off the charts. I knew 

where to find the biggest trout in the river and how to sneak up on them to give my 

anglers a shot at hooking them on dries. I even named my favorite – Howard, Hubert, 

George, etc. They were my angels and my bread and butter, and I cared deeply for each 

and every one. 

11. The fly menu changed with the calendar and there was always a dry fly 

opportunity to be had on the Deschutes.  Mayflies were the favorite meal of the trout, and 

we had a steady supply of mayflies hatching throughout the year. March Brown mayflies 

came in April, Pale Morning Duns, Pale Evening Duns, and the amazing Green Drakes 

hatched through May and June, and Blue Winged Olives kept the trout feeding on the 

surface in the fall and winter.   
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12. Throughout the entire calendar year there were always caddis flies to be found on 

the river. The caddis were active and available to trout throughout the day, but in the 

evenings, their populations exploded to the surface of the river and gave all fly anglers 

the cherry on the top of their day - an epic dry fly hatch. 

13. The most famous hatch of all on the Deschutes was, and still is, the Salmonfly 

Hatch – which actually consists of three distinct species of stoneflies, the salmonfly, the 

golden stone, and the little yellow sally. This was “THE” hatch that every angler hoped to 

hit on the right day, and it was one that you could predict to come off every year in the 

Maupin area on or around May 17. It started in the lower river a little earlier because the 

cold, clean water of the Deschutes warmed slightly as it flowed north and away from the 

Pelton Round Butte dam complex.  As the water coming out of the dam became a little 

warmer, the hatch moved its way upstream and could last over a month if weather 

conditions cooperated. Weather during the stonefly hatch must be warm enough to get the 

big bugs to fly. Temperatures in the mid-70s and 80s are ideal. If the weather during the 

stonefly hatch is cool, the bugs stay in the bushes, and the dry fly fishing is poor. 

14. Before 2010 the stonefly hatch was absolutely amazing. To say that the insects 

were abundant would be a massive understatement.  Salmonflies, Golden Stones, and 

Little Yellow Sallies hatched at different times, which extended the number of days that 

the big bugs were on the water. The HATCH could last from mid-May well into June, 

and anglers travelled from around the world for the experience of hooking native 

Redband trout on three-inch long, fluffy, dry stonefly imitations.  The bugs were easy for 

the anglers to see on the surface of the water, and the hatch came at the time in the year 

when many of the trout had just finished spawning. Rainbow trout that had lost some of 
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their fat reserves during their time on the spawning gravel were able to regain peak 

fitness quickly, thanks to the high calorie stoneflies flopping on the water in late May and 

June.  If you were lucky enough to land one of these fat football-shaped trout after an 

epic line-ripping, reel-screaming battle, their plump bellies, working hard to digest so 

many large bugs, pumped heat into your hand as you cradled them in the water before 

releasing them. 

15. With the epic hatches that made the Deschutes world famous, our outfitting 

business was growing like crazy and John and I decided to open our own fly shop in 

Maupin in 2003. Deschutes Angler Fly Shop started as a small shop with only a few 

brands of fly rods, a small selection of waders and boots, and basically the bare minimum 

when it came to gear. What we lacked in hard goods, we more than made up for in flies. 

We opened the shop with one of the very best fly selections of any fly shop in the 

country, and we expanded that selection every year. With so many years of experience on 

the Deschutes, we knew which flies would fool our picky trout, and we made sure that we 

had bins stocked full of those flies for the visiting anglers. Flies were our bread and butter 

– and we soon had crowds of anglers waiting at the door when we opened.  Our fly 

selection, combined with the information that we gave to anglers about how to fish these 

flies and what water types to fish them in, made our fly shop successful and helped us 

grow from an 800 square foot showroom to one well over 3000 square feet within three 

short years. As we grew, so did our fly selection and our reputation for being the fly shop 

with everything for the serious Deschutes River fly angler. 
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16. As the fly shop was growing, so too was our guide service. What was once a two-

person, owner-operated trout guide service grew until we had an additional four, full-time 

guides working on the river as well as a full-time fly shop manager.  John and I still spent 

a lot of time on the river guiding anglers, which gave us six boats a day on the water 

during the busiest times of the year. The growing fly shop pulled me away from the river 

over the course of time because I was responsible for the bookkeeping of both the fly 

shop and outfitting business. I really enjoyed working on the floor in the fly shop selling 

flies and equipment to walk-in customers. Our website grew over these years, not only as 

an outlet to sell merchandise, but also as an important information center for avid anglers 

of the Deschutes.   My online fishing reports were posted in a blog-like form at least once 

every week and often more frequently. On these reports I shared my knowledge of insect 

hatches and trout behavior to help inform and educate our customers and potential 

customers. The fishing reports soon had a huge following, and I became well known as 

an important voice of the Deschutes River. 

17. As our fly shop and outfitting service was growing and thriving, John and I 

married and began to plan future expansion of our business.  Our long-term plan was to 

build a fly fishing lodge with five cabins and our private residence. We did not have the 

resources to do everything at once, but we began to build towards our goal piece by 

piece. I purchased a 314 acre piece of land just two miles from Maupin on the edge of the 

Deschutes canyon with beautiful views of the Deschutes River, Mt. Hood, and the 

surrounding countryside. It was the perfect place for our fly fishing lodge. I had a road 

built 1.5 miles from the highway to the building site. I had the power buried underground 
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alongside the road for 1.5 miles. I had the property witched two times for water and 

drilled and cased a well for drinking water 798 feet deep.  

18. I spent years working through the Wasco County Planning Commission to get 

approval for the fly fishing lodge, and, after many meetings and countless hours of work, 

I was approved with a conditional use permit. I worked with a professional designer on 

the building plans, and after many iterations and tens of thousands of dollars, the 

drawings for the lodge, cabins, and our personal residence were complete. Oregon state 

law mandates that well water used for a public water system must be tested for 

contaminants by an accredited laboratory, so I sent our well water in for testing in order 

to meet the requirements for a lodging facility. 

19. I hired a contractor to build a barn first, which he did in the summer of 2008. This 

barn was used as a workshop and staging area when our personal residence was 

constructed in 2009-2011. With the first two pieces of the puzzle complete, it was now 

time to move forward with the lodge and the five guest cabins. We invested everything 

we had into the improvements to the property because the Deschutes River was the place 

where we wanted to spend our lives, and this property was where we hoped to continue to 

build our business. 

20. Little did we know that the beautiful Deschutes River that we could see from our 

new house and the future site of our lodge, the river around which we had based our lives 

and our businesses, had begun to change in 2010 in ways that threatened to destroy 

everything for which we had worked.  
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21. I distinctly remember the first time I noticed any change in the Deschutes due to 

the change in water management and the new SWW tower.  It was Mother’s Day, May 9, 

2010, and I had not been on the water much that spring because things were very busy in 

the fly shop. I was still writing weekly fishing reports and the last couple of reports that I 

wrote before this trip focused on the kick off of the salmonfly hatch which was expected 

in about 8-10 days. When I got to the Nena boat launch, about 8 miles upstream of 

Maupin, I noticed that the bushes were full of salmonflies. I was astounded. In my twelve 

years of guiding this river, I had never seen the stoneflies out so early. We had a packed 

schedule of guide trips that were not scheduled to begin until ten days or more from this 

day – timing that we had based on our long history on the Deschutes River.   My first 

thought was this: how were we going to explain to our customers that the stoneflies had 

hatched and gone before their trip even started? 

22. These first changes seemed benign. The water being released from the dam 

complex was warmer so the hatches happened a little earlier. We could adjust to those 

changes, and we hoped that the fish could adjust to the changes too. The early media 

coverage of the new “Fish Tower” painted the project in a positive light. PGE biologists 

were simply adjusting the temperatures in the lower Deschutes to be more “natural,” 

closer to what they would be “if the dams and reservoir weren’t there” according to PGE 

senior aquatic biologist Don Ratliff. What was rarely mentioned in the media coverage 

was that water temperature was only one aspect of change – water quality was the other. 

What we didn’t know early on, but what we do know now from data collected by ODEQ, 

DRA and PGE, is that the water quality dramatically deteriorated by the mixing of the 

surface water of the reservoir with the clean, cold water from the bottom of the reservoir. 
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Dissolved oxygen levels dropped, nutrient loads increased, and the pH of the mixed water 

was far higher than the lower Deschutes had ever known before.  These changes had a 

huge negative impact on the aquatic insects in the Deschutes, and the poor water quality 

continues to harm these environmentally sensitive aquatic invertebrates.  

23. When the SWW tower operations began, we started to notice distinct changes in 

abundance and timing of certain hatches. We also noticed that some of our major bug 

hatches seemed to simply disappear. Pre-SWW, late March and early April signaled the 

kick off of our Deschutes guide season with a healthy and robust hatch of Rhithrogena 

morrisoni— March Brown mayflies. By 2011, it was difficult to find a March Brown on 

the Deschutes. Craneflies were a staple of the trout’s summer diet. These slender aquatic 

insects were abundant on the Deschutes before the tower, when I would see thousands of 

craneflies every day, but after a few years of the tower’s operation they became so scarce 

that it was worth remarking if I saw even one.  

24. The most noticeable change for most anglers on the river was the rapid decline in 

the population of caddis flies on the Deschutes. In the pre-tower days it was nearly 

impossible to breathe while walking along the river in the evenings without a bandana 

over your mouth protecting you from inhaling caddis. Lanterns were full of dead and 

charred caddis in our riverside camps, and meals were always peppered with caddis. 

When the water management changed, the clouds of caddis that were both a nuisance and 

a blessing to trout anglers stopped being either – their numbers hardly amounted to a 

whisper of what they once were.  

25. The bug species that seemed to disappear rapidly were those with the one-year 

lifecycle – mayflies, caddis, and craneflies. Those with a longer lifecycle, such as the 
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salmonfly/stoneflies, seemed to be surviving the changes.  We still had a decent 

salmonfly hatch, but it was now happening in late April and early May when the weather 

wasn’t as warm. As I mentioned earlier, warm air temperatures are necessary for 

stoneflies to get moving, mating, and in the air. Since the SWW tower went in and the 

mixing began, the stonefly hatch occurs 3-4 weeks earlier than it did before the SWW 

tower. Average high temperatures in Maupin in April are 61-64 degrees, and those 

temperatures are too cool for the stoneflies to start flying around. Average high 

temperatures that we used to have during the stonefly hatch in May and June were 72-79 

degrees, which is exactly what we need to get clouds of stoneflies moving through the 

air. So the shift in hatch timing, due to the warmer water being released from the dam, 

has negatively impacted the quality of the fishing during this world-famous hatch because 

the bugs are simply not as active as they once were due to the cooler weather. If the real 

bugs are not landing on the water, the trout do not get excited to eat our fake bugs and the 

dry fly fishing absolutely suffers. 

26. Poor water quality and increased nutrient loads caused lots of algae to grow on the 

river rocks, making wading the river more treacherous. The river that was once so clear 

and so blue before the SWW tower was, at times, now a milky, dirty, greenish color. 

Occasionally, the river had a swampy, foul oder—something I never could have imagined 

before the SWW was implemented. Swampy dirty water, more difficult wading, and 

decreased bug hatches soon resulted in fewer anglers choosing the Deschutes as a 

destination for trout fishing. Avid dry fly anglers no longer found the trout lined up and 

feeding along the walls and in the back eddies where they had once been plentiful. 

Regular clients and long-time visitors began to book trout trips elsewhere because the 
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recreational opportunity had been so greatly diminished by the degradation of the water 

quality. 

27. The sad and quite frightening fact is that both of my businesses have experienced 

substantial financial losses since the SWW tower began operating in 2010. I believe these 

losses are attributable to the Project’s failure to comply with water quality standards and 

requirements. John Hazel addresses the impacts to the guide service in his declaration, 

but suffice it to say that John Hazel & Company employs fewer guides today because the 

demand for trout trips has dropped off since the SWW tower went into operation. In order 

to survive, we have tried to turn trout trips on the Deschutes into smallmouth bass trips 

on the John Day River, where bass are plentiful. Unfortunately, smallmouth bass are a 

poor substitute for most fly anglers, as the history, technical nature, and global view of 

fly fishing revolves around trout fishing.  

28. Unless the river is restored and the Project complies with all water quality 

requirements, our dream of building a fly fishing lodge is one that can’t be realized 

because the Deschutes River no longer has the quality bug hatches and dry fly fishing to 

attract anglers from around the world as it once did. The tens of thousands of dollars 

spent on architectural plans and the hours and hours spent obtaining the land-use permits 

for building a lodge and five cabins have all been for naught. The dream of growing our 

business to include lodging for our guests is a dream that cannot be realized as long as the 

SWW tower continues to operate as it has for the past eight years. If changes are not 

made to the manner in which water is mixed by the SWW tower, so as to comply with all 

water quality requirements, it is unquestionable that both my guide service and my fly 

shop will continue to lose business and decrease in value. 
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29. In my fly shop, I have hundreds of thousands of dollars in fly patterns that no 

longer hatch on the Deschutes as they once did. We have to discount our delicate mayfly 

dries, caddis dries, and cranefly dries and sell them out at a loss in order to make room in 

our fly shop for worm patterns, snail patterns, scud patterns, and sculpin patterns 

30. My fly shop business has been directly financially impacted by the diminished 

water quality in the Deschutes River since the SWW tower was implemented. My sales 

reports from Deschutes Angler Fly Shop clearly show that we are selling half the number 

of trout flies we once did before the SWW tower operations began:  

31. Trout Fly Sales in June-July (number of trout flies sold) 

• 2004  10,590 trout flies sold 
• 2005 11,680 trout flies sold 
• 2006 14,768 trout flies sold 
• 2007 15,508 trout flies sold 
• 2008 16,379 trout flies sold 
• 2009 15,301 trout flies sold 
• 2010 13,152 trout flies sold 
• 2011 12,503 trout flies sold 
• 2012 10,716 trout flies sold 
• 2013   9,437 trout flies sold 
• 2014   8,366 trout flies sold 
• 2015   6,509 trout flies sold 
• 2016   7,284 trout flies sold 
• 2017   8,553 trout flies sold 
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32. Clearly, fewer customers are walking through the doors of our retail store in Maupin to 

purchase flies. Trout fly sales are an excellent measure of how many anglers are fishing on the 

river because we are a destination shop. When anglers come to Maupin and walk into my fly 

shop to purchase flies, there is a better than 95% chance that they are fishing on the Deschutes 

River that day. There are very few other places to fish within a thirty mile radius of our fly shop, 

other than a few lakes and a couple of creeks on Mt. Hood. We sell a small number of flies to 

lake anglers destined for our private lakes, but the private lakes are closed down in June and 

July, so this snapshot of trout fly sales is not impacted by purchases of flies for destinations other 

than the Deschutes River.    

33. Other hard goods like rods and reels are often sold on our website or through mail order, 

so I did not use those numbers to show how many people walked through the doors of the fly 

shop, but fly rod sales in 2017 decreased 29% from rod sales in 2011. Of course, a large 

reduction in walk-in traffic impacts our bottom line in the fly shop and the overall sales numbers 

reflect that.  

34. I use 2011 numbers because it was a good year for retail sales and the economy was 

stronger than it had been in several years. People had bounced back from the recession in 2008-

2009 and they started to spend money on recreational pursuits again. The negative impacts of the 

SWW tower on the Deschutes had begun to happen, but the DRA had not yet formed and nobody 

was blowing a whistle about the changes. The algae wasn’t as thick as it would become, black 

spot disease had not taken hold, the hatch timing was off but there were still some decent hatches 

to be had, smallmouth bass had not invaded the lower river, people were not catching walleye, 
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and the only people raising concern for the river were guides and anglers who spent a great deal 

of time on the water. The greatest concern at that time was the warmer water temperatures near 

the mouth and the fact that those temperatures were having a negative impact on steelhead 

fishing.  

35. My overall sales in Deschutes Angler Fly Shop in 2011 were good, but they declined 

steadily as the conditions on the river worsened due to the SWW tower. My total sales in 

Deschutes Angler Fly Shop in 2017 were down 20% from total sales in 2011. That figure is 

startling and disturbing. However, it is exceptionally disturbing, considering that the current 

economic climate in the U.S., and Oregon in particular, is at an all-time high.  We have increased 

our inventory, expanded our website, hired a retail specialist as a shop manager, and have taken 

creative approaches to expand and grow our business to no avail. I feel completely confident in 

pointing the finger directly at operations of the SWW tower as the culprit for my losses. 

36. Many of our good friends and customers have purchased homes in Maupin in order to be 

near one of the blue ribbon fly fishing streams of the west. Currently the Deschutes is not even 

close to being a great trout stream, or even a good one. Property values in Maupin will suffer if 

the SWW tower continues to discharge nutrient-laden, poorly oxygenated, warm water into the 

Deschutes River.  Without a healthy Deschutes River, there is no reason for any fly angler to 

want to live in Maupin, much less visit. 

37. When I float the river today, I feel like I am searching in vain for ghosts of the past. My 

eyes scan the river’s edge as I row along, knowing that I am looking at feeding lanes that once 

held so many great trout and that are now vacant. I no longer even enjoy guiding the Deschutes. 

It isn’t fun anymore. I can’t stand what this river has become. The dry fly fishing is barely even a 
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shadow of what it once was. We rarely see any fish rise, the trout have abandoned their normal 

feeding spots because the insects they once feasted on are no longer thriving in the Deschutes. 

38. On the few days that I have been lucky enough to fish when a small hatch did occur, and 

I actually hooked a Redband trout on a dry fly, I am disgusted to see black spot disease speckling 

the bellies of our noble fish.  It is not the occasional trout that has black spot; it is nearly every 

single trout that we see. It is an ugly disease and one that I never even knew about until the trout 

in the Deschutes became infected in the years after the SWW tower began operating. 

39. I love bird watching.  I have traveled to India, the South Pacific, all over the United 

States, and to a number of other exotic locations on bird watching trips.  I’m a member of the 

Audubon Society and a member of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology.  As an avid bird watcher 

with 20 years experience of watching the birds while guiding on the Deschutes, it is clear to me 

that many bird species that I once observed daily in huge numbers are poorly represented since 

the SWW tower began operations. Violet-Green Swallows, Common Nighthawks, Canyon 

Wrens, Red-Winged Blackbirds, Bewick’s Wrens, Water Ouzels, and many other species have 

virtually disappeared from the Deschutes because the mayflies and caddis flies they once ate are 

no longer available in the abundance they once were. It is emotionally disturbing to see the river 

I love ecologically disintegrate. 
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40. I have read the information distributed by PGE about the SWW tower, and I became 

frustrated and angry. PGE talks about “doing cutting-edge work without a manual”:  

 “PGE, the CTWS and their many partners in restoring historic fish runs 
and fish habitat in the Deschutes basin are doing cutting-edge work 
without a manual. Exploring uncharted territory means we have to be 
prepared to adapt to changing circumstances or unexpected 
developments along the way. 
 
For example, we’ve used new data and experience operating the 
SWW to revisit and refine our formula for guiding water temperature 
management. We’re also continuing to evaluate the data we’ve 
collected to find ways of improving downstream fish passage, and 
we’re studying various aspects of spring Chinook survival to see if 
there are measures that could improve adult Chinook returns. 
We will use the data and understanding we gain from scientific 
monitoring and studies currently under way to adapt, refine and 
improve our operations and river management practices on the 
Deschutes. This process takes patience and persistence. We believe 
the results are well worth the effort.”1 
 

41. I am smack in the middle of the lower Deschutes River watching both of my Deschutes 

River-based businesses in financial decline due to the managers of the project “doing cutting 

edge work without a manual.” PGE claims to be “exploring uncharted territory,” and I would 

certainly agree that we are in uncharted territory in the lower Deschutes River.  

42. With the flip of a switch the quality of the water could be dramatically improved for 

insects and the fish in the lower Deschutes. Nature is incredible and does an excellent job of 

healing if given a chance to bounce back.  

																																																													
1	PGE	&	the	Confederated	Tribes	of	Warm	Springs,	Water	Quality	on	the	Deschutes	River,	
available	on	Feb.	28,	2018	at:	https://www.portlandgeneral.com/-/media/public/corporate-
responsibility/environmental-stewardship/water-quality-habitat-
protection/deschutes/documents/pge-deschutes-river-water-quality.pdf?la=en.	
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43. The upper Sacramento River story paints that picture.  In a 38-mile stretch, every living 

organism was completely destroyed by an herbicide spill in 1991. That section of river fully 

recovered by 2005.   

44. For eight years, the SWW tower has been mixing and releasing water into the lower 

Deschutes River that has violated the Clean Water Act certification over 1700 times. In a 

statement on the PGE website, PGE addresses the SWW tower and states that they are using new 

data and experience in operating the tower to “revisit and refine our formula for guiding water 

temperature management.” What they fail to address in this statement, and what they are failing 

to address in fact, is that they really need to revisit and refine their formula for guiding water 

QUALITY management.  

45. The most disturbing reality that I face is the fact that the condition of the river, in terms 

of fishing, water quality, and insect populations, appears to be worsening with every passing 

year. How much longer can I, and my businesses, survive the compounding degradation of the 

river upon which my livelihood depends? Will this go on another 8 years as PGE continues to 

operate “without a manual?” PGE’s website says, “This process takes patience and persistence.” 

The only thing that I see in terms of persistence is that the SWW tower operation persists in 

releasing water into the lower Deschutes that is in violation of their Clean Water Act certification 

and, as a result, the Deschutes persists to grow sicker and sicker.  My patience has run out. 

46. I will not give up on the Deschutes River. I will not fold up shop and disappear. I will 

continue to fight for this river and her fish and will not rest until my river returns to her former 

health and glory. 
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I declare, under penalty of perjury, that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Dated this ___ day of __________, 2018 at ___________Maupin, Oregon. 

 

      ________________ 
      Amy Randall Hazel 

28 February 1:45 PM
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