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September 18, 2017 
 
 
Peter Lickwar 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
63095 Deschutes Market Road 
Bend, OR 97701-9875 
 
 
Dear Mr. Lickwar, 
 
 The Deschutes River Alliance (DRA) submits these comments regarding the scope of the 

draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) analysis being performed pursuant to the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to evaluate the potential impacts on the human environment 

caused by alternatives to the Deschutes River Basin Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP). We 

appreciate the opportunity to participate at this stage of the NEPA process. 

 
 The DRA is a science-based advocacy organization seeking collaborative solutions to 

basin-wide threats to the health of the Deschutes River and its tributaries. We advocate for water 

quality, a healthy ecosystem, and for the establishment and protection of robust populations of 

resident and anadromous trout throughout the river’s entire watershed. As such, the 

environmental impacts of any proposed HCP for the Deschutes Basin are of critical interest to 

our supporters and Board of Directors. The DRA will be closely monitoring the NEPA process 

for the Deschutes Basin HCP, and we look forward to reading the Draft EIS and providing 

further input in the months and years ahead. 

 

 With regard to the scope of the Draft EIS, the DRA provides the following two 

comments: 

 

1. Process Deficiencies 
 
 As an initial matter, it is extremely concerning to the DRA that the Draft Deschutes Basin 

HCP has not to this point been released to the public. One of the purposes of the NEPA scoping 

process is to identify reasonable alternatives to the proposed action to be considered in an EIS. In 

this case, the proposed action is the Deschutes Basin HCP, developed by the eight irrigation 
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districts and the city of Prineville, in support of these applicants’ request for an Incidental Take 

Permit (ITP) under section 10 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA). 

 Obviously, it is not possible for the public to identify and suggest proposed “reasonable 

alternatives” to the HCP, when the public has not yet been permitted to read the HCP, and has no 

sense of what is included in the document. The Draft HCP should be released to the public 

immediately, and the scoping period should be extended to provide adequate time for the public 

to identify reasonable alternatives to the HCP for inclusion in the Draft EIS. 

 

2. Water Quality 
 
 It is imperative that the Draft EIS consider impacts to water quality in the Deschutes 

Basin. This should include impacts not only to the upper Deschutes River and its tributaries, but 

also impacts to the river’s lower 100 miles, which is a federally designated Wild and Scenic 

River and a treasured recreation destination. 

 The applicants’ actions in the upper Deschutes Basin, including actions taken pursuant to 

any HCP, will have a direct impact on water quality above and below the Pelton Round Butte 

Hydroelectric Project—a three-dam complex located approximately 100 river miles from the 

Deschutes River’s confluence with the Columbia River. Since 2010, when Project owners began 

operating a Selective Water Withdrawal tower above Round Butte Dam, surface water releases 

from Lake Billy Chinook into the lower Deschutes River have had a significant negative impact 

on water quality below the dams. These water quality impacts have affected numerous aquatic 

species, including ESA-listed bull trout and steelhead, as well as other species of concern.  

 These surface water releases are comprised primarily of water originating in the Crooked 

River and upper Deschutes River basins. It is critical, then, that any HCP take these important 

water quality-related considerations into account. The Draft EIS must take a close look at how 

water quality above and below the Pelton Round Butte Project will be impacted by management 

changes made pursuant to the HCP. In addition, the Draft EIS must examine how these water 

quality impacts will affect resident and anadromous fish, birds, and other wildlife throughout the 

Deschutes Basin. 

 

 Again, thank you for accepting and considering these comments. We look forward to 

your response. 



	

	 	 		
deschutesriveralliance.org / PO Box 440 / Maupin, OR / 97037 ~ Cooler, Cleaner H2O		 3	

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jonah Sandford 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 
Deschutes River Alliance 
jonah@deschutesriveralliance.org 
 


